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  On March 20, El Morro Theatre filled with fans and contestants for the Miss Teen Gallup NewMexico Latina and Miss Gallup New Mexico Latina beauty pageant. The pageant includedtalent, fantasy dress, and eveningwear categories, followed by the presentation of winners.  Janelle Garciduenas of Gallup won the talent section with her lovely Spanish singing. The bestfantasy dress went to Mercedes Mejia of Gallup for her impressive dress constructed ofnewspaper. Mejia was also the only contestant that did not sing or dance during the talentevent.  Instead, she said “My talent is helping people.”  Mejia is a teacher and tutor at New Life Learning Center in Gamerco where she helps Englishlanguage learners and those seeking a GED.  Kayleigh Hurtado, also of Gallup, earned the “Miss Elegance” sash for her grace throughout thepageant.  The overall winner of Miss Teen Gallup New Mexico Latina was Leslie Zubia, while GiselleContreras of Gallup took the runner-up spot.  The Miss Gallup New Mexico Latina crown went to Janelle Garciduenas, a senior at GallupHigh.  She is a five-year varsity GHS cheerleader and plans to attend UNM to earn a nursingdegree after she graduates.  Nathaly Anchondo and Juany Duarte, current Mrs. New Mexico Latinas, shared the microphonewith Patricia Montoya as they directed the pageant.  Montoya is the State Director of Miss NewMexico Latina.  Before the crowns were awarded, she honored the contestants with the words“you are all winners now.”  Foundations of Freedom gave two wonderful dance performances during dress changes toround out the evening of excitement at El Morro.  Story and photos by   Shepherd WaldenbergerSun Correspondent    
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