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More than 650 miles of barriers already exist along the border. These walls, fences and barriers
cut through sensitive ecosystems, disrupt animal migration patterns, cause catastrophic
flooding, and divide communities and tribal nations.

  

Congress has already approved more than $3 billion for border walls since Trump took office.
But that wasn’t enough to satisfy Trump’s demands. Now, with the declaration of a national
“emergency,” Trump is illegally attempting to funnel billions more to border wall construction in
some of the country’s most sensitive and spectacular landscapes.

  

Trump’s wall would harm border communities, perpetuate human suffering, destroy thousands
of acres of habitat and halt the cross-border migration of dozens of animal species. In fact, as
revealed in the Center’s 2017 report A Wall in the Wild, 93 threatened, endangered and
candidate species would potentially be affected by construction of a wall and related
infrastructure spanning the entirety of the border.

  

This is a looming tragedy for the region’s diverse wildlife and people, as well as its rugged and
spectacular landscapes. We’re fighting in the courts, in Congress and in our communities to
stop Trump’s cynical attack on our beautiful borderlands.

  

Take our pledge to fight Trump’s border wall today. 
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With headquarters near the border in Tucson, Ariz., the Center has worked to preserve and
protect the remote beauty and amazing biodiversity of our borderlands for decades. We’ve been
fighting against border militarization — including the border wall — since the late 1990s, using
litigation to block unlawful border policy, grassroots lobbying to stop legislation that would
exacerbate environmental damage, and creative-media and public-education campaigns to get
out the truth about the real impacts of the hugely expensive, largely ineffective and
environmentally devastating border wall.

  

In April 2017 the Center partnered with U.S. Rep. Raúl Grijalva in filing suit seeking a thorough
analysis of the environmental impacts of border-security policy, including the border wall, under
the National Environmental Policy Act. Another suit challenges the Trump administration’s
waiver of more than three dozen environmental, public-health and tribal-sovereignty laws in
order to rush border-wall construction. And a third suit seeks to force the administration to
release documents regarding its border plans, thus far withheld from the public.

  

We were the first organization to sue Trump over the border wall and have since filed six suits
challenging border wall construction. Our most recent litigation challenges Trump’s emergency
declaration and use of military funds to build the border wall. The Center also has sued the
administration to challenge border-wall construction in the Rio Grande Valley and near the
Santa Teresa Port of Entry in New Mexico. In 2017, we partnered with U.S. Rep. Raúl Grijalva,
seeking a thorough analysis of the environmental impacts of border-security policy, including
the border wall, under the National Environmental Policy Act. All of these suits are pending.

  

In May 2017 the Center partnered with the Tohono O’odham tribe in Mexico to file an
endangerment petition for El Pinacate and Gran Desierto Biosphere Reserve in Mexico, just
south of the border in the state of Sonora. A wall in that area would block cross-border migration
of endangered Sonoran pronghorn and restrict access for the Tohono O’odham people, who
travel across the border regularly for traditional and ceremonial purposes.

  

In July 2017 the House of Representatives approved the Trump administration’s $1.6 billion
budget request to expand the U.S.-Mexico border wall, ignoring threats to protected wildlife
refuges and border communities. Since then, the administration has been slowly moving
forward with its plans —  and waiving dozens of laws along the way.

  

No Border Wall Resolution Campaign
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The Center has helped launch a campaign to pass resolutions in states, cities and counties
across the United States opposing the border wall, with 39 passed so far. Many of these
resolutions contain provisions for jurisdictions to divest from companies that agree to design or
build the wall. Numerous local governments have enacted No Border Wall Resolutions. If
you’re an elected official or representative of a community or organization who’d like to
get involved in our campaign to pass No Border Wall resolutions across the country,
please contact 
Laiken Jordahl
at the Center for Biological Diversity.
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